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The Hundred-Word Eulogy
by the Hongwu Emperor of China (r. 1368-1398)

B A

From the beginning of the Universe,
Heaven has already appointed

The Great Sage born in the West,
who transmits and teaches.

He received Heavenly Scripture
In a thirty-part book,
To guide all creatures.

Master and teacher of myriads,
Leader of countless sages,
With support from the Divine,
To protect his nation’s people
With five daily prayers,
Silently wishing for peace.

With his heart toward the True Lord,

Inspiring the poor ones,

Saving them from calamity,

Seeing through the Unseen,

Redeeming souls and spirits,

From all wrongdoings.

A mercy to the world,

Leading the Path for the past and the
present,

Reducing evil to the One.

The name of his teaching: Pure and True.

Muhammad, the most noble sage.

"Translation by Jingyi Zhao and Juan Acevedo. Cf. Kiang Kang-Hu, Chinese Civilization, Chung Hwa Book
Co. Ltd, Shanghai, 1935, “In the first year of Emperor Hung Wu (1368) a stone monument engraved with the
emperor’s eulogy to Mohammed in one hundred words (Po Tzu Tsan) was erected,” p. 331.
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The Arabic text is unsourced and seems to be a recent translation. We offer it here as a basic reference

and hopefully starting point of future research. We are grateful to Husaini Hayyan (Kuala Lumpur)
for his help in this appraisal.



